
The Department of Applied Information Systems invites you to a virtual 
discussion by Dr Ian Moll entitled: 

The myth, and the ideology, of the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution 

This presentation will suggest that there is no such phenomenon as a Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR). Any socioeconomic transformation, to be considered an 
Industrial Revolution in historical terms, must encompass a technological revolution, a 
transformation of the labour process, a fundamental change in workplace relations, new 
forms of community and social relationships, and global socioeconomic transformations. 
However, in the current conjuncture, there is sparse evidence, locally and globally, of any 
such revolution across the totality of social, political, cultural and economic institutions. 
In other words, the “4IR” is an ideology rather that a substantive transformation of 
society.  Our focus must therefore turn to how this ideological frame functions to 
further the interests of social and economic elites worldwide. It is clear that it bolsters 
the ‘contingent’ neoliberalism of the post-Washington consensus period, and therefore 
serves to obscure the continuing decline of the globalised world order with something 
of a ‘brave new world’ narrative. It is suggested that the association of neoliberalism and 
networked ICTs tends to rupture in the face of current crises, and that this may lead to 
increased counter-hegemonic use of ICTs in future – not a 4IR, but a turning of the Third 
Industrial Revolution against itself.

DATE: 5 October 2021 | TIME: 15:00 – 17:00 | VENUE: Zoom
Click here to join the meeting: https://zoom.us/j/95260909528
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SPEAKER:
Dr Ian Moll is a retired member of the Division of Educational 
and Engineering Information Technology at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. His interests lie in the networked society, 
theoretical psychology, learning and pedagogy, and e-learning. His 
PhD is in cognitive science and education from the University of 
Geneva. During his career, he has been an early primary teacher, 
an adult literacy teacher, a trade unionist, a District Director in 
the Gauteng Department of Education, a researcher at the South 
African Institute for Distance Education, visiting professor at the 
Universities of Makarere and Witwatersrand (where he was a lead 
researcher in the Panafrican Agenda on the Pedagogic Integration 
of ICTs), and lecturer in educational theory, psychology of 
education and research design.

PANELLISTS:
Dr Mondli Hlatshwayo is a Senior Researcher in the Centre 
for Education Rights and Transformation at the University 
of Johannesburg. His Doctoral thesis, which he completed in 
2012, was on trade union responses to technological changes in 
production processes.

Prof Alison Gillwald (PhD) is the Executive Director of Research 
ICT Africa (RIA) an African digital policy and regulatory think-
tank that works across 20 African countries. She is also adjunct- 
professor at the University of Cape Town’s Nelson Mandela 
School of Public Governance. She was appointed to the founding 
Council of the South African Telecommunications Regulatory 
Authority (SATRA) in 1997, having headed the policy department 
at the first broadcasting regulator, the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority established in 1994. She has been commissioned by 
the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), the World 
Bank and the African Development Bank to undertake research 
to inform policy across several Africa countries and collaborates 
with networks across the Global South to build an evidence base 
for policy-makers and regulators. She participates in several global 
forums including the ITU Indicators Expert Group, the Global 
Partnership on Artificial Intelligence and serves on the content 
group of the Internet & Jurisdiction. She was appointed to the 
first ITU Gender Task Force and has served as the chairperson 
of the South African Digital Migration Task Team, the Expert 
Advisory Group to African Ministers of Communications and 
as the deputy-chairperson of the SA Ministerial Broadband 
Advisory Council. She is the deputy-chairperson of Giganet, the 
only international academic conference dedicated to internet 
governance conference.
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